KolektivaInstitute presents international art video  festival

Video in Progress 4: Feelings of Distress
November 8 – 27, 2011, Ljubljana, Slovenia
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Venues: Photon Gallery, Vžigalica Gallery, Kinodvor

Artists: Alice Anderson (FR/UK), Nika Autor (SI), Ashish Avikunthak (IN/US), Ana Čigon (SI), Aldo Giannotti (IT/AT), Laila Hotait (ES/LB), Tomaž Furlan (SI), Ana Grobler (SI), Maja Hodošček (SI), Maša Jazbec (SI), Marylène Negro (FR), Junho Oh (KR), Špela Pavli (SI), Ezzam Rahman (SG), Tulapop Saenjaroen (TH), Joshua & Zachary Sandler (US), Alexander Schellow (DE/FR), Guli Silberstein (IL/UK), Nataša Skušek (SI), Sašo Vrabič (SI)

Curators: Metka Zupanič (SI), Vesna Bukovec (SI), Silke Schmickl (DE/FR), Masayo Kajimura (JP/DE), Stéphane Gérard (FR)

Video in Progress – a joint project involving the Kolektiva Institute and Photon Gallery in which we present Slovenian and international video art – has grown into a festival. In this fourth edition we will present three exhibitions and a cinema screening. This year’s theme – feelings of distress – covers a wide range of emotions such as sadness, depression, fear and grief, as well as pain and suffering in general. In our lives we face pain and suffering of varying intensity every day. Suffering has been a longstanding theme in the iconology of art, and the romantic notion of the suffering artist is still not forgotten. Pain and suffering are no longer common motifs in contemporary art; however, when they do occur, artists tend to deal with them in various ways, and mostly from their own experience of life. The festival offers insight into approaches to the subject of pain by contemporary young artists.
Website: http://www.kolektiva.org/video-in-progress-4
Producer: Kolektiva Institute
Coproducer: Photon Gallery/Association
Partners: Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana, Vžigalica Gallery, Kinodvor, Lowave, Paris
Festival is supported by: Municipality of Ljubljana, Department for Culture and Research Activities and Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia
Media partner: Radio Študent
Sponsor: Center projekcije
Thanks: SCCA, Center for Contemporary Arts - Ljubljana
Contact persons:
Metka Zupanič, Kolektiva Institute, tel.: +386 (0)40 168 014
Vesna Bukovec, Kolektiva Institute, tel.: +386 (0)41 258 215
www.kolektiva.org | kolektiva@gmail.com
Dejan Sluga, Photon Gallery, tel.: +386 (0)40 168 023
www.photon.si | info@photon.si
Video in Progress 4: Feelings of Distress
PROGRAM
	Photon Gallery
Križevniška ulica 10, Ljubljana
November 8-25, 2011
Opening view: Monday, November 7, 2011 at 7 pm
	Joshua & Zachary Sandler (US)
This Is Going To Be Difficult
Solo exhibition
Curated by: Vesna Bukovec, Metka Zupanič (KOLEKTIVA)
--

Aldo Giannotti (IT/AT)
Explosions in the Sky
Solo exhibition
Curated by: Vesna Bukovec, Metka Zupanič (KOLEKTIVA) 


	Photon Gallery
Križevniška ulica 10, Ljubljana
Tuesday, November 8, 2011 at 5 pm

	Artist talk
Aldo Giannotti (IT/AT)
Joshua & Zachary Sandler (US)

	Vžigalica Gallery
Trg francoske revolucije 7, Ljubljana
November 15-20, 2011
Opening view: Monday, November 14, 2011 at 7 pm 
	Pain with the Thousand Teeth
Presence of Pain and Inadequacy in Video Works of Young Slovenian Artists
Group exhibition
Artists: Nika Autor, Ana Čigon, Tomaž Furlan, Ana Grobler, Maja Hodošček, Maša Jazbec, Špela Pavli, Nataša Skušek, Sašo Vrabič
Curated by: Vesna Bukovec, Metka Zupanič (KOLEKTIVA)


	Kinodvor
Kolodvorska 13, Ljubljana
November 21-27, 2011
Premiere: Monday, November 21, 2011 at 6 pm (Dvorana / Hall)
Screenings every day at 9 pm (Mala dvorana / Small Hall) 
	Pain
Screening, 70′ 49”
Artists: Alice Anderson (FR/UK), Ashish Avikunthak (IN/US), Laila Hotait (ES/LB), Marylène Negro (FR), Junho Oh (KR), Ezzam Rahman (SG), Tulapop Saenjaroen (TH), Alexander Schellow (DE/FR), Guli Silberstein (IL/UK)
Curated by: Silke Schmickl (DE/FR), Masayo Kajimura (JP/DE), Stéphane Gérard (FR)
The selection is part of the »Human Frames« program by Lowave, Paris-based film and curator label. 
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Solo exhibition
Joshua & Zachary Sandler (US)

This Is Going To Be Difficult
November 8-21, 2011
Photon Gallery, Križevniška ulica 10, Ljubljana
Opening view: Monday, November 7, 2011 at 7 pm
Curated by: Vesna Bukovec, Metka Zupanič (KOLEKTIVA) 
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Joshua & Zachary Sandler, Brother’s Beach Day (in the Hamptons), 2011, still
The subject common to the joint projects by the brothers Joshua and Zachary Sandler is their growing up in a dysfunctional American family, which was marked by the tragic death of their younger sister Samantha from a heroin overdose. Their working together dates back to their teenage years when they confronted the reality of estranged family relationships through subversive photographic projects. They made their first joint video performance a few months after their sister’s death in 2006. Sexually audacious, sometimes brutal and particularly complex performances, which openly address sexual taboos and trauma upon the loss of a family member, play the role of collective family psychotherapy.

In their post-dramatic performances, the Sandler brothers follow the example of Antonin Artaud’s Theatre of Cruelty which, through violence and brutality, shatters the false reality and mental blocks of modern social codes of behaviour to reveal the false reality and original cruelty of life. In addition, the Sandler brothers deal with their trauma through a prism of exaggeration and humour, thereby achieving a distance that allows them to come to terms with their past.

Examining their own sexual phantasies and experimenting with drugs are typical attributes of bored adolescents, not only in America but also in broader Western culture. Within contemporary art, this topic is very close to the works of Larry Clark and Nan Goldin who faithfully portray and document their own life and a youth marked by drugs, sexuality and violence. In the Sandlers’ projects, the experience of family tragedy related to drugs serves as a premise to constant analysis, both of themselves as well as other family members. By way of this their works explore reasons and reveal defence mechanisms developed in cruel and traumatic situations.

Text by Vesna Bukovec (KOLEKTIVA)
About artists
Joshua Sandler (born in 1977) completed his study of art at Temple University, Philadelphia (2001) and was awarded M.A. in photography and video at the Pratt Institute of Art, New York City (2005). 

Zachary Sandler (born in 1979) graduated in Russian and East-European studies with a focus on theatre from Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut (2001). He participated at the Stanislavski Summer School at Harvard University’s Drama Department (2002), and gained an M.A. in drama and performance at University College Dublin, Dublin (2005). 

The brothers participated in a number of international exhibitions, video festivals and art shows in New York, Basel, Toronto, Stockholm, Barcelona, Ljubljana, Rotterdam and Cannes. They also received a prize for a series of eleven videos entitled Saga Sandler at the 2011 Art Video & Film Festival (AVIFF), an annual event accompanying the Cannes Film Festival.

www.joshandzach.com
More information
· Descriptions & images of videos
·  http://www.kolektiva.org/curating/video-in-progress-4/this-is-going-to-be-difficult
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Photon Gallery
Križevniška ulica 10, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
Open: Monday - Friday, 11 am - 6 pm
Weekends and festive days closed
tel.: +386 (0)59 977 907
info@photon.si 
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Solo exhibition

Aldo Giannotti (IT/AT)
Explosions in the Sky
November 8-21, 2011
Photon Gallery, Križevniška ulica 10, Ljubljana
Opening view: Monday, November 7, 2011 at 7 pm
Curated by: Vesna Bukovec, Metka Zupanič (KOLEKTIVA) 
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Aldo Giannotti, Ciclo Continuo, 2011, still
The main characteristic of Aldo Giannotti’s works is the deconstruction of iconographic images, representative and semantic clichés as well as stereotypes of various cultural environments. The artist refers to his work as “an experiment to shift paradigms”; he is interested in new and different interpretations of set patterns and established role models. This far, his oeuvre may be considered in two ways: on one hand, Giannotti generates situations and narratives that re-visit social structures, power relations, conflicts of interest, etc. In these stories, he is simultaneously the actor, director and narrator. He is a sort of a contemporary story-teller who uses improvisation, transformation and inscenation through the words, images and sounds of performative video work. One the other hand Giannotti’s art is deeply contemplative, but at the same time socially engaged and produced as a reaction to social and political events in order to clearly and publicly communicate his critical view of the world.

The installation Explosions in the Sky, exhibited at the Photon Gallery, combines two videos and an actual object — two hand grenades carved from marble. The video entitled Ciclo Continuo presents an artistic action in a public space as the artist’s revolt against the social and political situation in which the individual is driven to the point where — totally helpless — they can do nothing but “scream”. Giannotti placed a hand-cranked siren on the balcony of the Palazzo Ducale in Massa (Italy) and invited local inhabitants to vent their feelings and anger through operating the alarm. A symbol of authority and political power, the offices of the Province and Prefecture ‘fall’ in the hands of the populous who are thus able to alert their fellow citizens to the danger of authority (an allusion to the current political situation in Italy). 

In the second part of the installation — the video entitled Masclet a crowd of people observe an event. Their initial enthusiasm and fascination transform to apathy due to sounds which become ever more alarming. These noises might well be the sound of explosion and war, though they are actually merely those of a public spectacle — fireworks. The situation resembles the reaction of people while watching the television news, blindly gazing at images which no longer move them to any feeling of a pain, but rather the opposite — media images have become mere images of spectacle. The crowd and their facial expressions make us ask ourselves how the individual can possibly exert any influence on the political and social system in this era of increasing apathy, which is itself symptomatic of the social disease of the modern world. War, suffering and social turmoil happen far away, and we pretend they have nothing to do with us. Through a minimal gesture the artist thus creates an effective sense of ambivalence, and simultaneously leaves to us the possibility of various interpretations of his work. Such an approach is also one of the principal features of Giannotti’s artistic endeavours.

Text by Metka Zupanič (KOLEKTIVA)
About the artist

Aldo Giannotti (born in 1977 in Genoa, Italy) has lived and worked in Vienna since 2000. In 2002 he completed the studies at the Accademia di Belle Arti, Carrara, and further enhanced his professional skills in Wimbledon (London) and Munich. He is extremely active in the field of contemporary art, presenting his works and actions at a number of solo and group exhibitions in European cities.

www.aldogiannotti.com
More information

· Descriptions & images of videos
· http://www.kolektiva.org/curating/video-in-progress-4/explosions-in-the-sky
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Photon Gallery
Križevniška ulica 10, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
Open: Monday - Friday, 11 am - 6 pm
Weekends and festive days closed
tel.: +386 (0)59 977 907
info@photon.si
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Group exhibition

Pain with the Thousand Teeth
Presence of Pain and Inadequacy in Video Works of Young Slovenian Artists
November 15-20, 2011

Vžigalica Gallery, Trg francoske revolucije 7, Ljubljana
Opening view: Monday, November 14, 2011 at 7 pm
Participating artists: Nika Autor, Ana Čigon, Tomaž Furlan, Ana Grobler, Maja Hodošček, Maša Jazbec, Špela Pavli, Nataša Skušek, Sašo Vrabič
Curated by: Vesna Bukovec, Metka Zupanič (KOLEKTIVA) 

[image: image6.jpg]



Maša Jazbec: First Blood, 2009, still
It could be claimed that body entered a new millennium as something which is closest to us and yet not clear and inapprehensible. If art withdrew from personal stories related to artist’s body over past years, today we can witness and learn small intimist interventions in artists’ quotidian life. Addressing oneself in the broadest sense of the word, dealing with one’s own handicaps, weaknesses and most various human defects places an artist side by side to an ordinary man. It even seems that artists wilfully withdraw from their ‘heroism’ – from an era when, in particular in body art, they pushed the lines by radical interventions. Today’s artist is socially unprivileged individual who needs to fight for his equal rights in the society.

At first sight, the video works by selected artists might seem rather ordinary until they are related and read as entity which allows us comprehend their communication. What artists communicate is a complete lack of power in today’s society, their inability to change systems we have been totally suppressed by… The artists no longer urge us to interpret their works as artworks because they are mere reflections of everyday life. We have selected the subject of pain due to its omnipresence in our lives, as well as because it is useful or even necessary in order to survive. Due to a variety of psychological factors, every single individual’s experience of pain is different. The pain has always been part of art therefore we wondered how this phenomenon is dealt by contemporary young artists.

Some of selected artists deal with exclusively physical pain. This notion is in particular close to Ana Grobler who in Migraine confronts the issue of disease, as well as Nataša Skušek with a video presenting pain experienced by women while breastfeeding. Ana Čigon, Špela Pavli, Maja Hodošček, Nika Autor and Tomaž Furlan illustrate the helplessness of an entrapped individual who ‘fights’ the sense of enervation day after day. These works address the psychological pain – the feelings of uselessness, inefficiency of individual and his/her wrong decisions made on a daily basis. Sašo Vrabič deals with a family tragedy which touched the whole world. Parents having to face a loss and resorting in their pain to any available modern communication channel to ‘reach’ their child and by doing so transmitting their emotional state to the four corners of the world and thereby triggering a collective global mourning. In her work, Maša Jazbec addresses specific female ‘bleeding’ and tests the limits of her perseverance though body art.

The way of shooting and the use of video by selected artists is of particular interest mainly due to intense ‘vivisection’ of reality which is free of any superfluous ‘ornaments’ and editing. The selection was focused on pain experienced by artists in the broadest sense of the word. We were in particular interested in experiences that artists want to share with the rest of us. Pain presented is both physical and psychological; it is strong and by way of video recording transmitted to the onlooker.

Text by Metka Zupanič (KOLEKTIVA)
More information
· Descriptions & images of videos, artists CVs
·  http://www.kolektiva.org/curating/video-in-progress-4/pain-with-the-thousand-teeth
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Trg francoske revolucije 7, Ljubljana
November 15-20, 2011
Opening view: Monday, November 14, 2011 at 7 pm 
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Screening
Pain
A selection of videos from “Human Frames” program, conceived and promoted by Lowave, a Paris-based film and curator label promoting experimental film and contemporary video art.
Kinodvor, Kolodvorska 13, Ljubljana
November 21-27, 2011
Premiere: Monday, November 21, 2011 at 6 pm (Dvorana / Hall)
Screenings every day at 9 pm (Mala dvorana / Small Hall)
- Free entrance -

Participating artists: Alice Anderson (FR/UK), Ashish Avikunthak (IN/US), Laila Hotait (ES/LB), Marylène Negro (FR), Junho Oh (KR), Ezzam Rahman (SG), Tulapop Saenjaroen (TH), Alexander Schellow (DE/FR), Guli Silberstein (IL/UK)

Curated by: Silke Schmickl (DE/FR), Masayo Kajimura (JP/DE), Stéphane Gérard (FR)
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Marylène Negro: Dark Continent, 2010, still
Program:

1. Excerpt, Guli Silberstein (IL/UK), 2008, 4:3, 00:04:35

2. The place you left, Junho Oh (KR), 2006, 4:3, 00:10:23

3. Occupation, Laila Hotait (ES/LB), 2011, 4:3, 00:02:30

4. Ohne Titel (Fragment), Alexander Schellow (DE/FR), 2010, 16:9, 00:04:37

5. The Night I became a Doll, Alice Anderson, (FR/UK), 2009, 16:9, 00:09:00

6. October, Ezzam Rahman (SG), 2010, 4:3, 00:07:34

7. Dark Continent, Marylène Negro (FR), 2010, 4:3, 00:06:10

8. The return, Tulapop Saenjaroen (TH), 2008, 4:3, 00:05:00

9. Vakratunda Swaha, Ashish Avikunthak (IN/US), 2010, 4:3, 00:21:00
Total screening time: 00:70:49

About the selection



Human Frames
The Human Frames cycle presents a series of ten film programs examining the human condition through experimental film and video art. Comprising of both contemporary and archive images from across Asia and Europe, this project is inspired by the ancient theory of humoralism as a framework by which to analyze certain aspects of the human character. It focuses on ten emotional states – happiness, desire, madness, fanaticism, fear, anger, isolation, melancholy, mono no aware, and impermanence – and depicts the timeless and universal panoply of human tempers that lay beyond national, social and cultural affiliations.
www.human-frames.com
Pain
An art film project like Human Frames, which explores ten emotional states (happiness, desire, madness, fanaticism, fear, anger, isolation, melancholy, mono no aware, impermanence) and the human condition in a broader sense, somehow crosses the question of pain – as an emotional experience caused by a physical of psychological damage. The expression of pain can take different forms and produce violent emotions, such as anger (October, Ezzam Rahman) and fear (Excerpt, Guli Silberstein), or can be provoked by conflictual social and political relationships (The night I became a doll, Alice Anderson; Occupation, Laila Hotait). Pain sometimes results from a physical illness (Untitled, Alexander Schellow) or in a more intimate sense from the loss or longing for someone who is no longer attainable (The place you left, Junho Oh; Dark continent, Marylène Negro; The return, Tulapop Saenjaroen; Vakrathunda Swaha, Ashish Avikunthak). The presented film selection is a panoply that crosses the different Human Frames programs and gives an insight in the creative visual representation of emotions seen through the eyes of contemporary European and Asian artists and filmmakers. 

Human Frames is supported by:
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About Lowave




Lowave is a Paris-based film and curator label promoting experimental film and contemporary video art and make them accessible beyond the film festival, gallery and museum circuit. Lowave provides an insight into the vibrant world of contemporary artistic creation. Alongside historic figures, Lowave has put forward some of the most important emerging artists from around the world, working with different techniques and multiple modes of expression.
The collection features artists with a background in video art, experimental filmmakers, documentary photographers and videomakers, literary filmmakers, avant-garde musicians and live performers. Brought together under the Lowave label, these films resonate with each other.
Originally conceived as a DVD label, Lowave has expanded its activities during the last four years. Production, distribution and in particular curatorial projects have become the label’s main activities. With a strong international focus including Asia, Africa and the Middle East, Lowave concentrates on bigger artistic research projects (e.g. Human Frames, Resistance[s], In/Flux…) that can take different forms, ranging from exhibitions, screenings, artist talks, academic lectures to DVD publications. Artistic innovation and experimentation, interdisciplinarity, interculturality, and a strong human interest caracterize Lowave’s work philosophy. Lowave is a think-tank and an open platform where ideas around contemporary art and moving images in particular are explored.
www.lowave.com
—

About curators
Silke Schmickl (Curator and Artistic Director)
Silke Schmickl studied Art History, French Literature and Intercultural Communications in Munich and in Paris where she completed her master’s degree at the Sorbonne University in 2001. She has been a researcher at the German Center for Art History in Paris where she has published a book on the German photographer Thomas Struth. In 2002 she co-founded the Paris based DVD label Lowave, specialising in releasing and distributing experimental film and video art, which she directs since 2007. Within this structure she is in charge of the conception and realisation of artistic projects and curates film programs for international art institutions and festivals such as the Pompidou Centre, French Cinémathèque, British Film Institute, Museet for Samtidskunst Roskilde, Guangzhou Triennial and many more.

Masayo Kajimura (Curator)
Japanese-German video artist and curator, Masayo Kajimura has made short films, video installations and works in collaboration with dance and music. Her work has been shown in numerous exhibitions throughout Europe, the US and Asia including Internationale Kurzfilmtagen Oberhausen, Amsterdam Film Experience or Sibiu International Theater Festival. Masayo has curated the film series Made in Germany, which runs regularly at the Werkstatt der Kulturen and the video art sections of film festivals such as Asian Hot Shots Berlin and Nippon Connection.

Stéphane Gérard (Curator)
Stéphane Gérard is a film student of the renowned French film critic Nicole Brenez. He currently works on several research projects ranging from politically active AIDS related cinema, to French and Indian experimental cinema. After graduating from high school with a scientific diploma, he entered a preparatory class during which he studied art history, film history, science and French literature and developed his own artistic projects through filmmaking, photography and editing. In 2007 he receives his bachelor’s degree in history of cinema at the Sorbonne University in Paris. In parallel he studied film archive and film theory of media (Arts et Sciences de l’Enregistrement) within a two years master program at Université de Marne-la-Vallée.

More information
· Descriptions & images of videos, artists CVs
· http://www.kolektiva.org/curating/video-in-progress-4/pain
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Kinodvor
Kolodvorska 13, Ljubljana
tel.: +386 1 239 22 13
info@kinodvor.org
